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A 64-year-old man with no significant pathological 

history. She presented with a lesion of 1 year of loca-

lized evolution in the left nasal wing, characterized by a 

papule with hyperchromic edges and an ulcerated center 

of approximately 0.5 cm (Figure 1). Dermoscopy showed 

a non-melanocytic lesion with a hyperpigmented, irre-

gular and pearly border, presence of a central ulcer with 

linear vessels, and erythematous periphery (Figure 2). A 

biopsy was performed that reported a neoplastic proli-

feration composed of basaloid cell nests and cords with 

peripheral palisade that invades the entire dermis, fi-

bromyxoid stroma that causes retractions, mucin be-

tween tumor nests, atrophic epidermis with flattening of 

the ridges and presence of ulceration, diagnosing adenoid 

basal cell carcinoma (Figure 3).

Adenoid basal cell carcinoma is one of the most un-

common histopathological variants.1,2 The clinical mani-

festations have characteristics shared by this group of 

carcinomas.

Dermoscopy allows the assessment of the absence of the 

pigment network, a key point in the diagnosis of basal 

cell carcinoma.3
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The most useful tool that will allow us an accurate 

diagnosis, effective therapeutic planning and deci-

sion-making in general is histopathology, which must 

show the presence of thin bands or cords with basaloid 

cells distributed in a reticular pattern, formation of glan-

dular structures or ductal type of basaloid cells.4,5

As it is an uncommon variant, the clinical-histopatholo-

gical relationship is of great importance in order to give 

the best management to patients.
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